
   

 
Who’s There? 
 

Knock knock. Who’s there?  
October 31st. October 31st who? 
Did you know that October 31st  
is Knock-Knock Joke Day? It is  
no coincidence that this holiday 
coincides with Halloween. As 
children rove door-to-door asking 

“Trick or treat,” they can offer knock-knock jokes 
as compensation for their candy and goodies. 
 

The origin of the knock-knock joke is anything but 
clear-cut, but clever historians have uncovered 
bits of American popular culture that present a 
convoluted history of its creation. Before the 
knock-knock joke, there was the “Do You Know” 
joke. Around the year 1900, it was common  
for joke tellers to ask something like, “Do you 
know Arthur?” To which the person would reply, 
“Arthur who?” The jokester would then reveal the 
punchline: “Arthurmometer!” This groan-worthy 
punchline, with its silly play on words, 
foreshadowed the sort of punchlines knock-knock 
jokes would become famous for. But where did 
the door-knocking imagery come from? 
 

In 1929, author Henry Bett wrote the book The 
Games of Children: Their Origin and History. In  
it, Bett describes a common game called “Buff”  
in which a player would tap with a stick and say 
“Knock knock,” to which another player would 
respond, “Who’s there?” Is it coincidence that by 
the mid-1930s the joke form and the children’s 
game had been combined? Knock-knock jokes 
were suddenly everywhere. Businesses held 
knock-knock joke contests. Bands incorporated 
knock-knock jokes into their songs. In 1936, the 
nomination of Col. Frank Knox as the Republican 
vice-presidential candidate inspired radio stations 
and newspapers in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania,  
to tell Knox-Knox jokes.  
 
Meanwhile, the Kerrville Times newspaper in 
Texas expressed sheer bafflement over the 
knock-knock joke phenomenon: “Who started it, 
where, and what it is called is a mystery.” At the 
end of 1936, psychologist D.A. Laird called the 
compulsion to tell knock-knock jokes a mania  
and a sickness.  
 

 

October Birthdays 
 

In astrology, those born from October 1–23 
balance the scales of Libra. Libras are peaceful 
and fair, and value balance and symmetry. For 
this reason, they often champion justice and 
equality. Those born from October 24–31 are 
Scorpions of Scorpio. Scorpios are passionate, 
dedicated, and resourceful. Scorpios may seem 
intimidating, but they are just no-nonsense 
people who value honesty and loyalty above  
all else. 
 
Donna Karan (designer) – Oct. 2, 1948  
Chubby Checker (singer) – Oct. 3, 1941 
Chevy Chase (comedian) – Oct. 8, 1943 
Henry Heinz (food magnate) – Oct. 11, 1844 
Marie Osmond (entertainer) – Oct. 13, 1959 
Penny Marshall (director) – Oct. 15, 1943 
Naomi Osaka (tennis star) – Oct. 16, 1997 
Kamala Harris (vice president) – Oct. 20, 1964 
Pele (soccer player) – Oct. 23, 1940 
Jonas Salk (doctor) – Oct. 28, 1914 
John Candy (comedian) – Oct. 31, 1950 
 

Turn of the Tide 
 

In Cornwall, in the United  
Kingdom, October 31 brings  
the holiday of Allantide. Like  
Halloween, Allantide is believed  
to be a day when the barrier  
between the living and the dead  

is lifted. For this reason, Allantide is a day when  
people seek the advice of fortune tellers who  
can commune with the spirits. Walnuts thrown  
into fires confirm the fidelity of spouses. Molten  
lead cast into water hardens into a shape that  
foretells future employment. Thanks to its  
proximity to the harvest season, Allantide also  
boasts several harvest traditions. It is common  
to visit an Allan Market and buy a bright red  
Allan apple to gift to children. Girls will sleep  
with these under their pillows in the hopes  
of dreaming of their future husbands. Not  
sleeping with the Allan apple under your pillow  
brings back luck. Another tradition more  
reminiscent of Halloween is the carving of  
jack-o’-lanterns out of turnips. 
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Mission ImPASTAble 
 

In 1995, pasta producers from all over the world convened in 
Rome for the first World Pasta Congress. It was decided 
that October 25 would be designated World Pasta Day, a 
day to celebrate the versatility and sheer deliciousness of 
this global food.  
 

In 2005, archaeologists unearthed 4,000-year-old noodles 
from a site in China, confirming the belief that the Chinese 
likely invented the first pastas made of grain and water. 
These noodles were not like the dried, flour-based pastas 
we find at grocery stores today, but were made of millet,  
a grain more like rice than wheat. Does this discovery 
prove that the Italian merchant Marco Polo brought pasta 
from China to Italy in 1295? Not quite. While it is very  
likely that Marco Polo brought Chinese noodles and all 
kinds of Chinese artifacts back to Italy, pasta was already  
a common staple in and around the Mediterranean long 
before Marco Polo’s travels east. 
 

Historians think it is far more likely that Italy’s famous 
pastas originated in the Middle East. Written records  
show that by the fifth century, Arabs were eating itriyah,  
a dough made of flour and water that could be rolled thin, 
cut into strips, dried, and reconstituted with water. Arab 
traders traveling the famed Silk Road could easily pack 
and store this nutritious staple. As the Arabs expanded 
westward into the Mediterranean, going so far as to 
conquer Sicily and southern Italy around the year 900,  
they likely introduced their version of pasta to the region. 
 

In Italy, pasta became both a mass-produced food staple 
and an art form. Southern Italy’s dry, sunny climate was 
conducive to the growing of hard durum wheat and allowed  
for the proper drying of long strands of pasta. Tomatoes, 
another southern Italian staple, would provide the base  
for many delectable pasta sauces. Innovative pasta 
makers would devise over 350 unique pasta shapes,  
each designed to hold and enhance its own sauce. Over 
centuries of culinary perfectionism, pasta would become  
a beloved food consumed on every continent of the  
globe, worthy of its own holiday. 

 

 

October 2021 

 

Celebrating October 
 

Positive Attitude Month 
 

Mystery Week Begins 

October 4–10 
 

Columbus Day &  

Indigenous Peoples’ Day 

October 11th   
 

Italian Tuesday  

October 12th   
 

The Day the Stones got Rolling 

October 17th  
 

A Batty Day 

October 18th  
 

Hocus Pocus Holiday 

October 19th  
 

Think Positive Thursday 

October 21st  
 

Happy Birthday, Kevin Kline! 

October 24th  
 

World Series Begins 

October 26th  
 

Teddy Bear Day 

October 27th  
 

Monster Mash Parade 

October 29th  
 

All Hallows’ Eve or Halloween 

October 31st  
   

Facility Events 
Donut Days 

October 8th & 22nd  

Resident Outings 

October 1st & 18th  

Birthday Bash 

October 22nd 

Resident Council  

October 28th  



    

 


