April 2024

For the Love of Birds

Many have heard of the
Audubon Society and know
it as an environmental
organization dedicated to
studying and preserving birds
and their natural habitats.
The organization is named
after John James Audubon,
the French American painter
of birds who dedicated his
life to his unique art. His birthday, April 26, is
now celebrated as Audubon Day.

Audubon showed an affinity for birds starting
in childhood. He spent hours roaming the
countryside, collecting birds’ nests and eggs,
and drawing them once he returned home.
Audubon’s father was a sailor and hoped his
son would join the navy, so John James went
to military school. However, he suffered from
seasickness and so returned to the woods.

In 1803, the Napoleonic Wars broke out in
France. Audubon’s father obtained a fake
passport and sent John James to America to
avoid the war. It was at his family’s farm in
Pennsylvania that Audubon devoted himself
full-time to the outdoors: hunting, fishing, and
drawing birds.

Audubon was obsessed with birds. In an effort
to study their habits, he tied string around their
legs to see if they returned year after year.

He learned the art of taxidermy and worked in
natural museums. But his greatest contribution
to ornithology was his brilliant book Birds of
America. He dedicated his life to drawing every
single bird in America. His style was new and
different: a highly detailed drawing of each bird,
more accurate than ever before. His drawings
were life-sized, with some pages over three feet
tall and two feet wide. After 14 years of traveling
the entire country, Audubon drew over 700 species
of birds. Birds of America is often considered the
greatest picture book ever made, and original
copies have sold for over $10 million. How’s that
for a nest egg?

April Birthdays

If you were born between April 1-19, you are
Aries, the Ram. These independent adventurers
like to strike out on their own and are natural
leaders. Their enthusiasm and confidence give
them big, outgoing personalities. Those born
between April 20—30 are Bulls of Taurus. Bulls
show a steady persistence in endeavors both
professional and personal, and after working
hard, they like to reward themselves for a job
well done.

Emmylou Harris (musician) — April 2, 1947
Marlon Brando (actor) — April 3, 1924

James D. Watson (scientist) — April 6, 1928
Jackie Chan (actor) — April 7, 1954

Beverly Cleary (author) — April 12, 1916
Queen Elizabeth Il (royalty) — April 21, 1926
Barbra Streisand (entertainer) — April 24, 1942
Kelly Clarkson (singer) — April 24, 1982

Jay Leno (comedian) — April 28, 1950

Duke Ellington (pianist) — April 29, 1899

Major League Debut

On April 15, 1947, Jackie
Robinson played his first
major league baseball
game with the Brooklyn
Dodgers against the
Boston Braves in front of a
crowd of 25,000 spectators
at Ebbets Field in Brooklyn.
This marked the first
moment that an African
American athlete played a sport in any of the
major leagues.

Robinson did not get a hit that day, but he was
awarded the first ever Rookie of the Year title
that year. In 1949, he was named the National
League’s Most Valuable Player. The next year,
he became the Dodgers’ highest paid player
with a salary of $35,000. In 1955, Robinson led
the Dodgers to a World Series victory over the
New York Yankees. A perennial All-Star and
Hall of Famer, Robinson’s number 42 was
retired by all of baseball on April 15, 1997.
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Celebrating April

Lawn and Garden Month

Humor Month
Welding Month

April Fool’s Day
April 1%
Passover Begins
April 22"
Earth Day
April 22"
Administrative
Professionals Day
April 24t
Arbor Day
April 26™

Facility Events

Donut Days & Friday Jams
April 12t & 26t
1:1 Resident Outings
April 18 & 24th
Resident Council Meeting
April 25
Birthday Bash
April 26
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Tartan Tales

Scottish American Heritage Month is a time to don Kkilts,
hum to the tunes of bagpipes, and celebrate the rich
tapestry woven by Scottish immigrants in the fabric of
American history. Rewind to the 17th and 18th centuries,
and picture the adventurous Scots sailing across the
Atlantic to the promising landscapes of Canada and the
United States. They sought refuge from religious
persecution, economic hardships, and land scarcity.
Political unrest, coupled with the promise of religious
freedom and better prospects, were incentives for many
Scots to pursue a fresh start in the New World.

The spirited settlers didn'’t just plant their flags; they wove
their culture into the fabric of their new homes. From Nova
Scotia to North Carolina, they created communities that
echoed the hills of Scotland. They didn’t leave behind their
love for haggis or the skirl of bagpipes; they infused these
traditions into the heartbeat of American culture.

Fast forward to today, and you’ll find echoes of Scottish
influence in the very fiber of America. From the lilt of
folk tunes to the thunder of athletes at Highland Games,
their legacy lives on. The haunting, soulful whine of the
bagpipes and the swirl of the tartans evoke a sense

of kinship, reminding us of the indelible mark left by
these pioneers.

Scottish American Heritage Month isn’t just a nod to
history; it’s a celebration of resilience, tradition, and the
merging of cultures. From their stories of fortitude to their
rich cultural contributions, their legacy transcends time,
resonating in the essence of the American spirit. This April,
don your tartan, strike up the bagpipes, and celebrate the
remarkable journey and enduring impact

of the Scottish Americans who made this land their own.
Raise a dram of whisky (or your favorite beverage) to
salute the spirited Scots who helped shape America.
Cheers to a heritage as rich and diverse as the Scottish
landscape itself!






